Neighborhood Stories

Discovering the Gifts of Neighbors

When citizens are aware of each others’ gifts and well-connected to each other,
studies show that people and communities do better, from having higher test scores
to fewer colds.

Everyone has important “gifts” and assets—skKills, talents, passions and abilities, and
resources—to contribute to the life of a community. Unless every citizen’s gifts are
engaged, our communities will not be successful. Lasting change happens from the
inside-out as citizens pool their resources and take action together around things
that matter to them.

SCOPE works with neighbors to discover “gifts” and “assets” that already
exist in neighborhoods and to strengthen bonds between neighbors so
these gifts and assets can be mobilized toward effective, lasting change.

Since August 2009, neighbors in Newtown and North Port have been welcoming us
in to their homes and social spaces to tell us about their gifts and assets and their
goals for community change. Our long-term goal is stronger neighborhoods, better
quality of life for neighbors, and a more successful community as citizen resources
and innovation become a driving force of improvement in all areas of community
life. This includes the success and inclusion of young people, economic development,
safety, and health.

What have we been learning?

1. Neighbors are already doing things that make the community better,
from taking on responsibility at their church to helping a neighbor cope with
grief or sickness, find a job, get enough to eat, or balance child-care with earning
an income.

2. Neighborhoods are full of surprising and valuable resources.
Neighbors have significant talents, skills, and abilities to share as well as things
that they care about and would join with others to change.

3. Neighbors have the will and capacity to do more to better their
community.




Following are three sets of stories about the remarkable gifts and actions of people
who live and work in a Newtown neighborhood. As you read, we invite you to
reflect on your own neighborhood. Among other questions, you may ask yourself...

How can we as citizens uncover the hidden treasures within our
neighborhoods?

What kinds of gifts might your neighbors have that you may not know
about? What assets exist in your neighborhood?

What could be accomplished by neighbors who join together to make things
better with neighborhood resources and relationships as their starting point?

These stories have been shared by neighbors and recorded by SCOPE’s
Newtown Neighborhood Team:

Mary Butler April Doner

To Il earn more about SCOPEOGs Neighborhoods
at (941) 3658751 oradoner@scopexcel.org
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¢ Miss Barbara *e

“The Jubilee Lady”

Mi ss Barbar a, A Mae yJ Bmeighberearilbhasdem, résidents
of Sarasota for 61 years. She drives a racy Cameo, even though otherseh#&tosh
old for the sports caShe is one of the oldest residents on our block.

Miss Barbarehas a passion for youth people arsd togive the neighborhood kids
treats. It gave her great pleasure to see their eyes light up wherosigatlireats to

the door. Onedag young man asked her i.OWheme knpw
s he s ai dbedinNmdescribdhe Jubilee Ladynd after a few minutes she

redized, that is me! She was pleased to know the neighborhood kids had given her a

name. After some time it saddened Mrs. Barbara when she could no longer give the

kids treats. But every year they can count on her for Halloween.

Miss Barbarahas a liféime of experience in the health care field. She has been a

medi cal st e n o gaidg pndleas perfoamedsurgerys prep.She is an

expert ahel ping people feel comfortabl e whin

confused or scared about somethindiclitt like surgery.She prides herself on her
high quality of work and was once told by a person she had prepped for surgery that
the hospital had Athe right person for the

Miss Barbara sticks with what she believes in. She has been a membera\@a
Baptist church for a long time and continues to attend and support even though the
numbers have shrunk. She taught Sunstayool for many years as wellh& even

taugh when she had only one child.

B ar b asondatrick lives with heHe is fiskerman and sells theelsh mullethe
catches. Barbara helps spread the word about him to neighbors and people she meets
who might like to buy fresh local fish.



Neighborhood Business

Michael & Angela White
Michael White, 11

Angel 6s Food wit hj

fDaily offering Breakfast and Lunch. In addition to savor
Soul Food mealssngel 6s Food with
Catering also has a delectable selection of desserts
satisfy your sweet tooth. The most popular of its desserts
are the freshly dipped, larg€andy Coated Red Apples
along with the daily baking ofThe Largest Cookies In

F | or which ére available in peanut butter, oatmeal i
raisin, chocolate chip, anc Pesie stl.77. A
oLunch & A
1512Martin Luther King Jr. Way  (941) 3432387 ‘ | oDinner!
www.realpagessites.com/angelsfoodwithsoul .

Michael White is apersonable and expressiwean and atalented entreprenewnd
salesmanHe is passionate abowtommunity especially aboutthe health of his fellow
Newtownresidents He ds good at making connection
and has a lodf business outside of Newtown.

Angela Whited first name is the inspiration for
AAngel 6s0 bB8hedsoxdaful mekne .
and a creative businepgrson. She and her husband
Michael are good at finding ways to keep her
business going, such as travelling across the state to
festivals and parades when there are no jobs in the
local community. Angela islso an oustanding
mother We wereimpressed when heson Michael

II, praised hefor his upbringing andold us thashe

is the reason why he is in college nawd thatshé &is hero.Originally from Newtown
Angela isvery friendly and happy to chat with whoewemes to the seivg window.

Michael White, I, Angel a and Michael 6s sHensintliss a
second year of collegenajoiing in business administration. Once he gradydtéishael
plansto returnhome and help his parents run theiribass.By striving to excel in his

v)

studies and as a community member, Michael hopes to inspire his siblings and other peoplg

his ageHe was born and raised in Newtown and would tiksee it
grow economically.

dy


http://www.realpagessites.com/angelsfoodwithsoul/

x Pastor Stanford
& Theresa Perkins

PastorStanford and his wife Therederkins hae beenMary Butlerd s -doerx t
neighbos for over 20 yearsThey starteda homebased church, Trinity Churcim
1999 anchave dedicated themselves to God and being of service to otheyshave

a passion for families and helping people in neesbecially around connecting
Newtown residents with employment

Pastor Stanford Perkins works tirelessly to connect peopile Newtown with

jobs He does this ¥ connecting on@n-one with employes, partnering with fellow
Newtown residents, and keeping track of neighbors who are seeking jobs and their
qualifications and skills. In the past, Pastor Perkins has helped 100 people get a job in
one day by holding a nei @duingilobabemploydgisB| o c
who have committed to hiring within the communitje also has a handyman
busi ness, APerkinbs Services, 0 speciali]i
flow tile.

Theresa Perkinsis loving mother o6, a partner with hehusband in faittbased
community ministry, ad anexcellent singermusicianand biblestudy teacherHer
faith in God shines through like a star at nighven as she struggles with cancer,
Sister Perkinsshows remarkable spiritual strength in her faithgod through her
upbeat attitude and her refusal to be defeated by her ill&&®swould come to
Ma r yhduse wherher mother got sick and sit with her and read her the bibid,
would call everyday just toheck on her and even visited her in the haspSister
Perkinsis the perfect neighbor, friend drChristian. Today she is the First Lady o
Trinity Church.

The Perkins aractively seekng resources that will enable theto have a greater
impacton the economic situatiosuch as a location andvan to help people get to
work in the first two weeks of employment.




